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Spear Points 

T HE Cleveland convention, passed 
the usual bunch of resolutions 
upholding the combined System 
and then went on to thank everyone 
in sight. I suppose this was the pro¬ 
per thing to do, but while they were 
about it, I think they shou’d have in¬ 
cluded a resolution endorsing Mr. 
Hanson’s administration. I think Mr. 
Hanson labored earnestly and faith¬ 
fully for the Association according 
to his -understanding, and he was en¬ 
titled to the thanks and approval of 
the convention. Was it an over¬ 
sight, a slight, or is it the custom of 
the N. A. D to thus treat retiring 
presidents? Whatever the case, I hope 
in the future no convention will ad¬ 
journ without showing this mark of 
anpreciation and respect for the re¬ 
tiring president. 

Another and most important reso'u 
tion that should have been included) 
was one—and a good strong one. too l 
—upholding and endorsing Mr. Han j 
son’s Nebraska light and pledging | 
the Association to continue it. The j 
Nebraska business was by far the 
most important measure that came up | 
during Irs administration. It involv¬ 
ed the one great principle the deaf j 
are fighting for. And how did the 
deaf support Mr. Hanson? A few 
gave him support and encourage¬ 
ment; others opposed him ope^y or 
secretly; the great mass, the 60,000 
we boast of, sat silent and did not 
care a ran. Had Mr. Hanson received 
the support he had every right to ex- j 
pect, the result might have been dif- I 
ferent. Mr. Hunt, who went to Lin 
coin to fight our cause, at much per¬ 
sonal expense and inconvenience, has 
been laughed at and derided until he j 
has retired to his home and main- ! 
tains a dignified silence, di gusted, | 
no doubt, with the child : sh and unap- j 
preciative deaf, in whose behalf he 
gave his time and effort. 

There are it seems to me, three 
classes of the deaf—the great mass, 
the 60,000, who do not care a row of 
pins what method prevails, and who j 
remain silent and inert; the few who 
are devoted to principles and who do 
most of the real work in upholding 
the sign-language, and, finally, the 
considerable number of able men who 
are seemingly animated chiefly for 
what there may be in it. This latter 
class will uphold the sign-language 
most eloquently in publications, such 
as the Currier pamphlet, then a few 
months later they will write to some 
paper, such as the Silent Worker, 
and retract and call their former ut¬ 
terances “crude.” 

* * * 

Schoolmaster Howard says: “We 
have yet to meet a clear-headed, ra¬ 
tional, unprejudiced man or woman, 
whom we could not convince of the 
usefulness and scope of the Combin¬ 
ed System.” 

This sounds fine and gives the im- 


j pression that the schoolmaster has 
met a great many “clear-headed, ra¬ 
tional, unprejudiced men and wom- 
■ en” in his day and convinced,- them. 
Jefferson once said he had.'“never 
I mown a man to be convinced by ar- 
| rument.” Thomas, in his day, was 
i b g man, and is considered even 
at this day by quite a few millions 
af cur fellow citizens to have been a 
pretty big man. His statement may 
be worth considering. Anyway, I 
wo -Id like to know wno are some of 
these “clear-headed, rational, unpre- 
udiced” people whom the schoolmas¬ 
ter has “convinced.” 

We complain bitterly that the oral- 
ists deceive and mislead the public. 

I guess we are justified in this com- 
p’a’nt., for I believe it to be the truth 
that the cralists do exaggerate and 
create false impressions. But what 
shall we say in justification when 
cur own Schoolmaster makes such 
statements as the above? I think 
1 can say with truth, that the School-i 
master has never at any time in his J 
life “convinced” any one who has any- | 
thing to clo with shaping the policy j 
of a school for the deaf. At any rate, | 
I know that he has not “convinced” | 
°ny one here in Minnesota. I sup¬ 
pose his failure to convince anyone 
who has authority over a school for 
l he deaf, is due to the fact Hat, 
they are not “clear-headed, rational 
and unprejudiced.” Still I am not 
quite ready to admit that superin¬ 
tendents and others having authority, 
are not sincere in their beliefs in the 
principle they uphold. I am unwill¬ 
ing to impute to them stupidity, in¬ 
sanity and spite. 


Pupil Hodgson, commenting on the 
Schoolmaster’s remark, says: “We 
wou’d suggest that Mr. Howard ar¬ 
range for a personal interview with 
Dr. Alexander Graham Bell. * * * 
We believe that he does not under¬ 
stand the attitude of the educated 
deaf towards the oral method.” 

Why should the Schoolmaster go 
so far away from home toi demon¬ 
strate his convincing powers? Why 
not arrange for a “personal inter¬ 
view’” with our own Dr. James N. 
Tate? Is it because Dr. Tate is not 
“clear-headed, rational and unpreju¬ 
diced?” I have opposed Dr. Tate per¬ 
sistently for years, but have never 
intimated that he was not perfectly 
sincere in his belief or that he is 
not as true to What he believes to be 
a right principle as I am. The School¬ 
master has declared in the public 
press that the pupils in the Faribault 
school “squeal and grunt.” The 
squealing and grunting goes on there. 
Why don’t the Schoolmaster use his 
wonderful convincing poAvers on Dr. 
Tate? 

And does Pupil Hodgsftn really and 
truly believe that a man so great as 
Dr. Bell “does not understand the at¬ 
titude of the educated deaf towards 
the oral method?” I§ DrP Bell so ut¬ 
terly and hopelessly stupid? - r lh the 

cJJEx. ol, ” T . 


name of common sense, why don’t 
the executive committee send the 
Doctor a copy of the resolutions pass¬ 
ed at the Cleveland convention? 
Those resolutions define the attitude 
of the “educated deaf.” By all 
means let him be informed of the 
attitude of the “educated deaf.” 

The deaf people of this country 
should not be misled by the care- 
i' «s utterances of our schoolmasters 
ar.d pupils. Let us face the facts, 
n o oral method is steadily but 
surely gaining ground. The deaf 
stand helpless and impotent. They 
cannot check it with their present 
puerile efforts. The Schoolmaster 
may Whoop it up and call upon his 
pupils to “shoot them full of holes,” 
but such bombast only raises a smile. 

In future letters to The Observer 
I will discuss these matters further. 

A. R. SPEAR. 

Minneapolis, Jan. 5th. 


DOING GAY PAREE 

E. H. WHITEHEAD 

From Dijibouti, Africa, we entered 
the Red Sea, passing the coast of 
Arabia on our right and the African 
coast on the left, a vast, hilly, sun- 
scorched land, with hardly any foliage, 
reaching Suez a few days later. Here 
we picked up the medical authorities 
who made a thorough inspection of 
ship, crew and passengers. At sunset 
we entered the Suez canal with our 
searchlights playing ahead. I had been 
up this canal some eleven years ago, 
and noticed they had since widened 
and deepened the canal. It was not 
till 11 a. m. that we reached the end 
of the canal, getting to Port Saia, 
where our shore leave was just 12 
hours. In that time I had visited 
most of the places worth seeing, in¬ 
cluding the Mosque, where we were 
allowed to enter after putting on cane 
slippers over our shoes, the floors and 
walls being covered with mosaic 
work and carvings hanging every¬ 
where. We were also shown the 1 k, 
sword and flag of that faith. 

It has been my object to visit all 
the chief postoffices enroute, because 
of my connection with the Canadian 
postal service, where I could have the 
opportunity to inspecc the systems in 
use in those countries. Of them all I 
found the Port Said staff more ample 
and orderly than all the others, the 
clerks all wearing uniforms with gold 
braid strips on their sleeves, according 
to rank, and, unlike the other post- 
offices, with the exception of the Jap¬ 
anese, they were all of one nation¬ 
ality. 

Going from Port Said to Marseilles, 
we passed through the Straits of Mes- 
sinia, passing the Volcano Stamboti, 
also along the Strait of Bonifaco be¬ 
tween Sardinia and Corsica, reaching 
the end of my long sea voyage on 
November 4th at Marseilles, being 
over seven weeks at sea, except for 
the time spent at ports of call. 

[Continued on Page 4.] 
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WILL TURN ON LIGHT. 

The calcium light of publicity is 
distasteful to those who are bent on 
working some secret scheme that 
does not meet with the approval of 
honest, intelligent people. No scheme 
can succeed when it is founded upon 
wrong principles and when its back¬ 
ers are not willing to meet its op¬ 
ponents in the open and fight a fair 
fight. Planning and executing in 
secret are the means used by many 
to attain ends that they could not at¬ 
tain otherwise. To secure the aid of 
a credulous people such schemers re¬ 
sort to statements and arguments 
which seem plausible, but which are 
contrary to the facts. Their game 
will be found out sooner or later, but 
should no one challenge their state¬ 
ments and open the eyes of the people 
they may go on indefinitely practicing 
their frauds. 

It is time the educated deaf of the 
United States sit up and take notice 
of the toll the oralists are exacting of 
the coming generation of deaf-mutes. 
The oralists have been working quiet¬ 
ly for years and one by one the lead¬ 
ing schools for the deaf have fallen 
from the pedestal upon which the 
combined method advocates placed 
them, and dropped into the waiting 
arms of the oralists. The work has 
been done so secretly, so insidiously, 
that the tentacles of pure oralism 
were securedly wrapped around them 
before the slumbering combined metn- 
od advocates were aware of what had 
taken place. Once in a while a feeble 
protest would he made against the in¬ 
roads of oralism, but there was no 
united, determined effort made to oust 
the octopus—until recently, and then 
those efforts were opposed by the 
very people for whose benefit they 
were being made. What is consist¬ 
ency, but a mighty scarce article! 

A more recent case, however, has 
transpired, and the oralists were giv¬ 
en a check for the time being, at least. 
If those who advocate the combined 
system so persistently will now fol¬ 
low up the advantage they have gained 
there is some hope for their system. 
Strong, united action is absolutely 


necessary, and it must be swift and 
sweeping, too. 

The papers published by the schools 
for the deaf are mostly controlled by 
men and women in sympathy with the 
oral propaganda, and those few that 
are not scarcely dare make any un¬ 
favorable comment upon the actions 
of their confreres. There is no inde¬ 
pendent paper for the deaf in the 
United States except The Observer. 
The editor of this paper is in full 
sympathy with the fight being waged 
against the encroachments of oralism, 
and is anxious to help. To that end 
he is enlisting the assistance of a few 
strong writers who will work to ex¬ 
rose the fallacy of the oralists’ claims 
and throw the glaring light of pub¬ 
licity upon their actions. Our friends 
who are opposed to the inroads of oral¬ 
ism as now being conducted are in¬ 
formed their assistance will be more 
than welcome. If they do not respond 
in some manner it must be taken for 
granted they do not concern them¬ 
selves with the grave problems con¬ 
fronting the education of the thou¬ 
sands of deaf children in school or 
socn to enter. 

Unless developments in the next 
few days render inadvisable action 
now planned, publication will be giv¬ 
en to certain information that will 
he an eye-opener to those not on the 
inner circle of oralism. It will ex¬ 
pose the quiet, secret methods pur¬ 
sued by those who profess to favor 
the combined method but in reality 
ire working hand and glove with the 
most dyed-in-the-wool oralists. It will 
be no guess work; names and all We 
facts in our possession, supported by 
documentary evidence, will be given. 


IT IS EVER THUS. 

Frequent changes in the superinten¬ 
dency of schoois for the deaf are the 
bane of the institution affected, re¬ 
tarding its progress and demoralizing 
its work. As often as not the change 
is for the worse, instead of for the 
better, hut this fact does not hinder 
the spoils-hungry politician from ex¬ 
ercising what he considers his prerog¬ 
ative. Two or three cases of the kind 
were noted last fall, but perhaps the 
most flagrant of the whole is the re¬ 
moval of R. C. Montague from the 
superintendency of the West Virginia 
school at Romney and placing an en¬ 
tire stranger in the office—a man not 
an educator by any means, but one 
who happens to have a strong political 
pull with the governor . What makes 
this change the more discreditable to 
Governor Hatfield is the fact he did 
not even intimate to Superintendent 
Montague that he contemplated any¬ 
thing of the kind, much less give Mr. 
Montague a chance to protest. 


Charles King, an imposter, who has 
been soliciting aid in Wisconsin and 
claimed to be deaf, is now serving a 
three-year sentence in ..aupun prison. 
This sentence is none too large. 
There are a great many more im¬ 
posters still at large who need such a 
sentence. 


Prof. Frederick H. Manning, for 
years the superintendent of the school 
for the blind at Talladega, Alabama, 
has been placed in charge of the three 
schools—for the deaf, for the blind, 
and for the negro deaf and blind, and 
as such becomes the resident prin¬ 
cipal of the School for the Deaf—the 
position made vacant by the death of 
Dr. J. H. Johnson. 


The deaf of Baltimore have bought 
a church building and rechristened it 
the Christ Methodist Episcopal 
Church of the Deaf, and Rev. D. F. 
Moylan is the pastor. The deaf of 
Philadelphia have recently built a 
church of their own, and Rev. Dantzer, 
an Indiana graduate, is the minister. 


LUTHER TAYLOR, UMPIRE. 

The sporting page of a local daily 
the other day contained the following 
item, which will be of interest to many 
among the deaf of the country: “Lu¬ 
ther Taylor, for many years pitcher 
with the New York Giants, and hav¬ 
ing a record of nineteen seasons in 
professional baseball, wants to be an 
umpire in the Central League. He 
says he is confident he can use signs 
by which both players and spectators 
will know his decisions, and, as to the 
announcer’s duties, such as giving the 
names of batteries and changes in 
players, he will, if necessary, carry 
an assistant at his own expense for 
the purpose. President Louis Heil- 
broner believes the deaf and dumb 
veteran is a capable man for the po¬ 
sition, and if he can overcome the ex¬ 
isting difficulties, should be given a 
Jiance to make good.” 


ABOUT THE OBSERVER. 

It is seldom that a man lives to 
read his own obituary. However, the 
Observer has changed its mind and 
announces that, on second thought, 
it is not going to die. It has been 
rejuvenated by the aid of a life-giv.ng 
elixir of gold and will continue to re¬ 
mind the deaf reading public that the 
northwest is still on the map. Philip 
Axiing will be the new editor, which 
will tend to draw interest toward its 
editorial pages—Iowa Hawkeye. 


The Washington Observer has been 
purchased by Philip Axiing, and will 
not give up the ghost as was an¬ 
nounced in a recent issue of this pa¬ 
per. While we recognize Mr. Axling’s 
ability as an editorial writer, we can¬ 
not but help think that he is really 
throwing his hard earned dollars into 
the fire for nothing, and that the ven¬ 
ture can hardly be expected to he suc¬ 
cessful from a financial point of view. 
—West Virginia Tablet. 

The Tablet is a trifle off. L. O. 
Christenson still owns the paper, Mr. 
Axiing being the editor. Mr. Chris¬ 
tenson has published The Observer 
for five years and has been able to 
meet his composition and paper bills 
every month. The publication is no 
gold mine, but subscriptions continue 
to come, and these, with a little local 
advertising, pay the expenses of keep¬ 
ing the paper going. True, The Ob¬ 
server is not so large as many of its 
friends would like it to be, nor does it 
contain the amount of news that it 
wmuld if it wrnre larger, but it has been 
and is doing good. The time may 
come when there is such a demand 
for an independent paper for the deaf 
that subscriptions W'ill come pouring 
in in sufficient numbers to justify en- 
^rging and improving the paper. Let 
us hope that will be soon. 

The address of The Observer is now 

222 Liberty Bldg., Seattle, 
Wash. We hope all of our exchanges 
w'll make this change of address 
without further notice. Newspapers 
not properly addressed do not always 
reach their destination. 
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SEATTLE LOCALS. 

Ernest Swangren is now working in 
the printing office of Clint W. Lee, on 
Seneca street, between Second and 
Third avenues. 

Miss Alice Hammond, of Tacoma, 
has gone to Vancouver, Washington, to 
fill out the term as girls’ supervisor, 
the former incumbent having resigned. 

Rev. Oscar Fedder gave his usual ser¬ 
vices to the deaf on January 3rd, but 
the attendance was rather small, due 
to the bad weather prevailing that day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray B Foster came 
over to Seattle from their ranch near 
Tacoma on January 3rd and stayed 
over night as the guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. H. Koberstein. 

Seattle was represented at the mas¬ 
querade given by the deaf of Tacoma 
the night of January 1st, but the num¬ 
ber going was not what it might havp 
been. Several circumstances combined 
to reduce the delegation from this city. 

J. E. Gustin has disposed of his lot 
on Fourteenth Avenue Northeast—a 
well located piece of property. The 
consideration was good and Mr. Gus¬ 
tin was especially elated over the fact 
he received the full price in spot cash \ 
and no commission to pay. 

The Frats of Seattle held their Jan¬ 
uary meeting at the home of A H. Ko¬ 
berstein the night o*’ the th'rd. The j 
attendance was the best since organiza¬ 
tion and the session lasted until mid- | 
night. The next meeting pccurs the 
first Saturday in February at Mr. Han¬ 
son’s house. 

Henry Ott, who calls Spokane his 
ho^<- smce he left Old Kentucky years 
ago, has been spending some months in 
Seattle, but is now on h 5 s w?^ to ^ 
Francisco. He says San Francisco 
is all right for him while it is cool, 
but with the approach of w^rm wra^n 
he means to be back in Seattle or Spo¬ 
kane. 

Lloyd Rhiley has gone to work aerein 
for Barton & Company, formerly the 
Yakima Sheep Company. He has been 
knocking around a good deal since he 
returned from Alberta almost a year 
ago, working part of the time in Port¬ 
land. When he returned to Seattle 
the outlook for steady work was poor 
and Mr. Rhiley contemplated going 
out of the city. 

Mrs. A. M. Wade spent the holidays 
with relatives and friends in CleE’um. 
Washington, and vicinity, returning 
January 4th. CleElum is just over the 
Cascade mountains, on the Northern 
Pacific and the Milwaukee railroads, 
and Mrs. Wade enjoyed a num¬ 
ber of sleigh rides, the snow being 
quite deep. It w'as cold and the ground 
covered thick with snow when she left 
there, and in a few hours she had been 
transported into warm, rainy weather, 
which, she said, had less attraction 
for her. 

A card from David Turrill, who is 
now in Detroit, Michigan, states that 
he and his wife are likely to be back 
in the West almost any time. They 
have been in the East about seven 
months now, visiting relatives in 
Michigan and other states. Mr. Tur¬ 
rill has put in much of his time at. 
his trade while away. He states he 
has just finished working on the Mich¬ 
igan Central railroad depot and that, 
his employers, the contractors on the 
depot, want him with them on another 
contract they have—the new Hotel 
Stadley, which will be eighteen stories 
high. Mr. and Mrs. Turrill send their 
greetings to their Western friends. 


ASSOCIATION MEETING. 

The January meeting of the Puget 
Sound association of the deaf took 
place last Saturday evening at Car¬ 
penters’ Hall, with an attendance 
somewhat above the average. There 
| was very little business other than 
hearing committee reports, and an 
early adjournment whs had, permit- 
i ting the assembly to spend the rest 
of the evening as they pleased. 

The report from the anniversary 
banquet committee aroused much in¬ 
terest, especially the fact that the ban¬ 
quet Avould probably be held at the 
Hotel Washington Annex, one of the 
finest and most popular hostelries in 
the city. Details are to be arranged 
by the committee at once and defi 
nite announcements made. 

The Open Forum brought forth Mr 
Hanson for an address on the new 
currency law. The speaker outlined 
the faults of the old currency legis 
lation and showed where the new law 
would make it possible to avert pan 
ics and to do business regardless of 
the inflation or contraction of the 
money market. He defined the plan 
and duties of the regional banks. 

Announcement was made of the fact 
that the February meeting would see 
the election of new officers of the as¬ 
sociation for the ensuing twelve 
months. As yet no one has announced 
himself a candidate for any of the 
offices, but there will likely be a good 
crop ready veil in advance of the date 
set for the meeting. 


TWO WEDDINGS DUE. 

It has been learned that before very 
long two more weddings are to occur 
among the Seattle deaf, the Morris- 
Partridge wedding of last November 
evidently putting courage into faint 
hearts! Miss Ethel Carr has permit¬ 
ted it to be noised about that she ,s 
engaged to Max Gebhardt, a young 
man who has lived practically all his 
life in Seattle. 

Miss Hilda Peterson coyly admits 
that she will some day soon become 
Mrs. Arrahus, the gentleman in the 
case being a hearing man. Neither 
Miss Peterson nor Miss Carr would 
give any definite date, preferring to 
let their friends look with expectancy 
for further announcements. 


THE TACOMA MASQUERADE. 

The deaf of Tacoma had a masque¬ 
rade ball the night of January 1st, 
arrangements being in the hands of 
Miss Alice Hammond and her assist 
ants. A fine hall was secured and 
everything in the way of enterta'n- 
ment provided, even music for the 
dances. The attendance reached 
about thirty-five and the Tacomans 
took pains to see that every one en¬ 
joyed himself or herself. There was 
an abundance of .refreshments and 
everyone was urged to do full justice 
to them. 


STATE NEWS. 

J. Frederick Meagher, teacher of 
printing at the State School in Van¬ 
couver, is taking great interest in the 
proposed celebration by Vancouver of 


BIRD’S 

CAFETERIA 

appreciate your trade by eating 
at the best equipped cafeteria in 
Seattle. 

304 Union Street 

Opposite The Post Office 

Open Sunday 
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that will give you satisfaction at 
popular prices 

Hoyt Shoe Co. 

1402 3RD AVE. 


Palace Market Company 
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FRESH and <'•URED MEATS 
FISH, FRUITS and VKHETAKI.ES 

Oysters and Game in Season 
204 SECOND AVE. SOUTH 
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PUGET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenu- just north of Pine Street. 
Officers: 

President—True Partridge. 
Vice-President—Mrs. True Partridge 
Secretary, Philip L. Axling. 
Treasurer, John E. Gustin. 
Serg.-at-Arms, A. H. Koberstein. 


Bible ClcLSS for the deaf meets 
on the third Sunday of each month at 3 
p. m. in Trinity Parish Church, corner 
Eighth Ave. & James St. All welcome, 
Olof hanson. Lay-reader, in charge. 


the ninetieth anniversary of its found¬ 
ing. He is one of the active workers 
for such a celebration and has given 
the citizens some good suggestions 
that they are bound to carry out if 
they do hold the celebration. 

Alfred E. Arnot is back in Spokane 
after several months spent in Idaho 
and western Montana. 

Fillmore Mallett, who has been liv¬ 
ing at Bellingham, is now working 
on the ranch of his stepfather at Bow, 
Washington. Fillmore’s mother has 
gone to visit her daughters in Mon¬ 
tana and Colorado. 
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DOING GAY PAREE 

[Continued from Page 4.] 

Having attended to minor details 
in the disposition of my trunk, which 
was sent on by the company’s cargo 
boat by sea to London, thus saving me 
the trouble of looking after it while 
I traveled overland, I had the sad duty 
of saying adieu to mademoiselle and 
monsieur, also the mister and missus, 
and with my valise started ashore in 
La Belle F ranee and steered my course 
at hazard for the “ville” proper. 
Reaching there, I hunted up the local 
deaf camp and found it in the shape 
of your Observer. I was met by a 
courteous Frenchman, and what little 
French I had learned on the boat 
came in handy, and I also found some 
of my American signs were under¬ 
stood. However, I was not destined 
to see their head man, a Mons. Ven- 
drivert, so I decided to cut my stay 
short, having been instructed where 
to go for a “slow” lunch and the 
shortest way of seeing the town. 1 
soon hiked off to fill my inside com¬ 
partment, but regret to say, thanks to 
a French menu and awaiter who knew' 
je ne parle Anglaise, I came out with 
the aforesaid compartment in poor 
shape, and my pantaloons much light¬ 
er in centimes and francs. 

1 took a car ride along the coast, 
which is very rocky, and the way they 
have cut it out into caves and foot¬ 
ways and laid out gardens and houses 
is the seventh wonder. Coming back 
we w'ent through one of the finest 
boulevards I have ever visited. Get¬ 
ting back to the city I ran into a few 
of our shipmates who were also bound 
for Gay Paree, and having fixed my 
inner self right with their valuable 
heip, we caught the 21:10 express for 
Paris. As luck would have it we just 
missed catching an earlier train that 
ran into another at Melun, killing 39 
people, our escape being due to our 
boat being behind time on account of 
its machinery trouble outside Columbo. 
Our train, as a consequence of the 
accident, was switched on to a branch 
line and reached Paris in a circuitous 
route. 

At the Gare du Nord I spotted the 
ever valuable “Cook’s,” and and 
through him was directed in a taxi to 
a hotel, where the prices didn’t reach 
the Shanghai-Singapore height, and 
where they understood respectable 
English. Although I stayed in this 
gayest of cities four days, my experi¬ 
ence is not worth recording, because, 
through an oversight, I had mislaid the 
addresses of the Parisian deaf, so that 
I saw them not. With one of the 
boat’s passengers, an engineer from 
Cochin-China, I saw' some of the sights, 
but the greatest of all was my first 
bow to the tango dance, which is the 
craze of London and Paris. We saw it 
danced at an afternoon tea. It had over 
a hundred steps. Putting aside its mor¬ 
als, it is quite fascinating just to w'atch 
it. One cannot but like Paris, with 
its Rue de Revoli, its Champs Elysees 
and Bois de Boulogne, its fine opera 
house and world-famed Theatre Fram 
cais. 

I caught the night express for Cal¬ 
ais, sorry to leave such a city, but 
anxious to be once more in my dear 
old dirty London, after an absence of 
eight years. We reached Calais at 
about 1:45 a. m., very sleepy. From 
the train to our cross-channel steamer 
it took just 10 minutes, and in 15 min¬ 
utes I was sound asleep in a bunk and 
I didn’t wake up till we had been some 


time towed fast to the quay of Dover 
in England. I soon found I was left 
the sole 4 occupant of the whole ship, 
except the cbeV. Needless to say, I 
made a race up th,e stairs onto the deck 
and reached the customs office just 
as they were passing the last man. Got 
my valise inspected, had some refresh¬ 
ments, glued into a corner of my train 
and soon we were steaming out ot 
Dover, reaching London at 6 a. m. I 
was soon shaking my brother’s paw, 
and with a friend, ditto an auto, made 
a whirl through the streets of London, 
then ran up a winding stairway into 
the arms of my sister-in-law. 


FROM NORTH DAKOTA. 

Mrs. G. W. Corbett, formerly Miss 
May Newton, and her four little boys, 
who have been visiting her brother 
and family at Fargo, N. D., since No¬ 
vember 19th, have returned to their 
home in the Saskatchewan Valley, 
Canada. 

Miss Ida Odegard, of Lewistown, 
Montana, is back in North Dakota. 
She contemplates spending the whole 
winter and spring with her sister and 
family at McVille, North Dakota. She 
reported fairly good crops on her Mon 
tana ranch this fall. 

Peter Weiker, who had been work¬ 
ing for Magnus Johnson all this tall, 
up in Canada, has gone to Missouri, 
where his wife is staying with her 
folks. Peter is thinking seriously of 
renting his father-in-law’s farm in 
Missouri. 

North Dakota is having one of t.i.e 
loveliest winters imaginable. It is 
the first time in years that Christmas 
has come and gone and seen no snow 
on the ground! 


PORTLAND, OREGON. 

Charles Walker, of Dayton, Wash¬ 
ington, who has been in Portland sev¬ 
eral days, has returned home. 

Messrs. Schoneman and Craven, of 
the State School at Salem, were in 
Portland during the holidays. 

Dan. White has been sick with 
pneumonia for the past week. 

The Portland Frats will have a 
card party on Saturday evening, Jan¬ 
uary 17th. 

Mrs. W. P. Scott visited in Portland 
during the holidays. 

Chas. Lawrence has recently built 
an addition to his house. 

Mrs. Rudy Spieler has been working 
for Mrs. O. H. Fay, who was seri¬ 
ously ill with pneumonia, but is much 
improved now. 

W. W. Fleming has taken a home¬ 
stead in Central Oregon during the 
last month. 

Sanford Spratlen has built a house 
into which he and his family will 
move in a week or so. 

The Portland Literary Society had 
a New Year’s social Wednesday, De¬ 
cember 31st. Games were played and 
enjoyed by all. 

The Portland Frats had a basket 
social on the evening of December 
27th. The first prize for the prettiest 
basket was won by Miss Lila Hardy, 
of theSalem school. The second 
prize went to Mrs. J. 0. Reichle. 

O. H. Fay, whose address is 777% 
Williams avenue, Portland, is anxious 
to secure the address of Charles Hal- 
terman, who is understood to be in 
Tacoma. Mrs. Fay and Mr. Halter- 
man v'ere schoolmates in West Vir¬ 
ginia. 


TACOMA NEWS. 

Our masquerade New Year’s had 


the setting for a brilliant affair. The 
committee worked hard to make it a 
success. The rooms secured were 
ideal for the purpose, and were hand¬ 
somely decorated. The refreshments 
were perfect, being under the super¬ 
vision of Miss Hammond’s mother. 
The only thing lacking was the at¬ 
tendance of a few more of the local 
deaf and their friends to help swell 
the crowd. As it was, there were only 
about thirty-six or forty present, and 
largely hearing people. Enough was 
cleared, however, to cover expenses, 
and those present certainly enjoyed 
themselves as quite a few remained 
until three o’clock in the morning. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz carried off first 
prizes and Miss Alice Hammond got 
the booby. 

The Thursday Club met for lunch¬ 
eon with Mrs. Hutson on January 8th. 
Mrs. Huston called it a “German 
luncheon.” There were a number of 
German dishes, including hot potato 
salad, which was especially fine. 
Those present had a delightful time. 

We are all lamenting the departure 
of Miss Alice Hammond, who has ac¬ 
cepted a position in the Vancouver 
school. 

Although Mr. and Mrs. Snider live 
in a place supposed to be peculiarly 
conducive thereto (the middle of the 
O’ympia cemetery, where Mr. Snider 
is sexton)—they both aver they are 
not used to “seein’ things at night.” 
Therefore, Mr. Snider made the most 
of his opportunity in Seattle New 
Year’s Eve. In the hotel room where 
Mrs. Snider lay sleeping he hung over 
the window sill until three o’clock in 
the morning, fascinated by the bril¬ 
liantly illuminated and crowded 
streets. Mr. and Mrs. Snider called 
on Mrs. Seeley in Tacoma New 
Year’s and attended the masquerade 
dame at Music Hall that evening. 

Miss Mabel Siegel is convalescing 
from a severe spell of sickness. 


SPOKANE BRIEFS. 

The Spokane association of the 
deaf has laid plans for a February 
22nd celebration in the way of a mas¬ 
querade, to be held at Mrs. Bella 
Bergh’s residence, 2207 Glass Avenue, 
Saturday evening, the 21st, with Miss 
Amelia. Bergerson. Mrs. Susie Cham¬ 
bers, Clyde Patterson, Cortland Green- 
wald and J. B. Bixler as the commit¬ 
tee. We are expecting a good pro¬ 
gram and everybody is invited. 

A. E. Heritage, of Clarkston, Wash¬ 
ington, has been very sick, but is on 
the read to recovery. 

Frank Garrison is in Spokane from 
St. Maries, Idaho. He informs us 
that town has gone practically dry ex¬ 
cept for the rivers fed by the snow in 
the mountains. The town is grow¬ 
ing, he says, and many new homes 
are built. A new sawmill just com¬ 
pleted, on which Erve Chambers paint¬ 
ed last spring, affords employment 
for hundreds of men, but Mr. Garrison 
says that they employ married men 
only. 

Mrs. J. H. O’Leary, who visited her 
home and friends in Spokane Christ¬ 
mas and New Years, has returned to 
Pullman, Wash. 

On January 11th, there was quite a 
gathering at the home of Miss Amelia 
Bergerson, some fifteen or sixteen be¬ 
ing present. In the evening lunch was 
served. Miss Bergerson is a capital 
entertainer. 

Miss C. Ramsey, recently in the 
Colorado school, is the latest addition 
to the Spokane group of deaf people. 


